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2, BOMBARDMENT OF QUEMOY ISLANDS BY 


CHINESE COMMUNISTS 


Chinese Communist artillery on 10 May 
fired more than 600 rounds on the Quemoy 
group--the heaviest shelling of these is- 
lands so far this year. The Chinese Na- 
tionalist news agency reports that the 
Nationalist garrisons on the islands have 
been alerted for a possible invasion, 


The number of rounds fired on 10 May is 
far from a record total. Some 6,000 rounds were fired on the 
islands on 3 September 1954, nearly 3,000 rounds on 20 Jan- 
uary 1956, and over 1,000 rounds on 28 April 1956. Most of 
the artillery exchanges in the past year were initiated by the 
Nationalists. No report is yet available to indicate which side 
initiated the latest shelling. 


The most favorable period for amphibious 
operations is now at hand, but the Chinese Communists would 
probably bring up more than the 89,000 troops believed to be 
in the Amoy area before launching a full-scale attack against 
the Quemoys, which are garrisoned by 84,000 Chinese Nation- 
alists. However, Communist strength in the area is adequate 
to assault one of the smaller islands in the Quemoys, such as 
Erhtan or Tatan, 


The Chinese Communist air force continues 
to maintain a generally defensive posture in the Taiwan Strait 
area, Prior to an amphibious assault on the Quemoys, the 
Communists would probably bring their bombers and fighters 
within closer range of the islands. .Newly constructed airfields 
opposite the offshore islands are serviceable but still unoccu- 
pied. 


The shelling of the Quemoys coincides with 
sharp Communist propaganda reaction to the announcement that 
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